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Abstract

Carotenoids, as isoprenoid compounds, play vital roles in plant physiology and human health. This
study aimed to identify key genes in the carotenoid biosynthesis pathway in the medicinal plant Citrullus
colocynthis (bitter apple) using transcriptomic data. Fresh fruit tissues were collected from Andimeshk,
Iran, and high-quality RNA (RIN >8) was extracted for next-generation sequencing via Illumina
HiSeq2500. Raw data were processed using Trimmomatic and FastQC, followed by de novo transcriptome
assembly with Evidential-gene in sequencing depth of 77.2X. Functional annotation was performed using
the KEGG database and the SBH method. Results revealed 19 out of 48 genes in the carotenoid pathway
(KO00906) were identified, representing 39.5% of the pathway’s genes. Critical enzymes such
as crtB, PDS, Z-1SO, and LCYB, involved in catalyzing steps from geranylgeranyl pyrophosphate (GGPP)
to diverse carotenoids (e.g., a-carotene, p-carotene, and abscisic acid precursors), were fully characterized.
All 57 unigene sequences with identified CDS were submitted to the GenBank database of the National
Center for Biotechnology Information (NCBI). These findings underscore the genetic potential of C.
colocynthis for carotenoid production, with implications for enhancing nutritional, medicinal, and stress-
adaptive traits. Future studies should focus on validating gene expression under stress conditions,
elucidating regulatory mechanisms, and applying genetic engineering to optimize carotenoid yields. Such

advancements could drive biofortification strategies and agricultural resilience.

Keywords: Biosynthesis pathway, Carotenoids, Citrullus colocynthis, KEGG analysis and Transcriptome.


mailto:mehdisoltani@iau.ac.ir




\A (A 2by oylod) 1Y Lo oF o)lodd Y 090 ‘SQLS e gln jo dpgh alxo

Citrullus Jaor g gt ol 33 taigdig 315 Sl glin iamat swm 39 S 5103 o1 pbulid

oo 9 5w 3 st 3f ealaiw! b (colocynthis)
wilxio D)M
7-A0

T g 9 Monge Slhale guage < Ladlys angans

Ol eslgal ¢ sodll ol3T olKzslo «5lgnl sl (LS (sol5ay g S5 09,5 (Y g )
Ol Rl OIS 46 pglidCims § S (owiigs (sho oSimghy « J9SIge ($3919STm 09,5 (F

mehdisoltani@iau.ac.ir : Jst.o saiws s ™.

VECYNN -1V by gl VEY/-VIVE il s o b
RV

axdlho cpl wigad oo iU (Ll odlw 9 (BLS (S5992 78 59 (Flo S b suwigi gl GlaS i plgrea Lusdeiig, S
osliiw! b ¢ (Citrullus colocynthis) Jes gsf ailgusd 9,18 oLS 15 Lol gid 9,1 iawgms s 50 ol (a5 (Ll Bu b
YU s b RNA Z sl 51 w9 (6391 oo Scitens il o 51 oS o321 0gm0 <l (soaiged .aib plxil oogicys ySoumd i gLl
¢ Trimmomatic b 38l 5 b el sbresls .cd 5 @y Hllumina HiSeq2500 e il b s Juws b Il (RIN >8)
0,8 olxil X YYIY JIg gos b Evidential-gene ;l381e 5 b o g ySawd i 08 NOVO (g jlwan LSy g wins i jls yFastQC
Iy o S o 3 Llwliss SBH o9y g KEGG e0ls ol 31 ooliw! b b5 60 ,S5dos 50T Gudiznd owl 50 b Joi Gos
Wl (b oS 9! poi s 5 30 (KOO0906) ursigud 9,15 yuunn by daud yo (55 FA 51 (3518 0l Lt gl ol 5 3l
JuilyJuilys Jooui 0 a5 LCYB 3 Z-1SO PDS CrtB pdis (soulS sy 35T .ol pmo o3l slays JS 51 A¥4/0 Joleo a5
Jol5 gl (10 (i G nt] ol (3w sy 9 59,5 -P (3,0 il glaudsiis 8 4 (GGPP) wlindg
i el (NCBI) (55995555 g0 SleMbl (o 35 0 (35 Sl 50 (asulun (i g 005 aubi (5110 (55 g7 OY g Wi oy Lwliss
S THg gty 10 oo SB0ly 45 WS oo wwl Luligid 5 udgi yo 1y C. colocynthis YU Suis guieslyi aidl o
(Sag b (S i byl e WS ole Jel el JT s gy 0,00 aae oIS 4 cuoglio 9 (29,1 (sl i

L Niguls 35 pecto Luaigid 955 00 3L (i 1381 (gl Sl (ot Lo 5 9L (5 S 54 9 (coubid Jolgs (o1 Ll

Fwages e 3 Jezol $lgain daadsisg)lS st S5 JKEGG 3T 1 gualS (Wojly


mailto:mehdisoltani@iau.ac.ir

vy OlSes g (yLLsl gt g 50 (uulS (S5 (Ll (o lwlid

doddo

pesilS)lsSee (2 5 STl (lalS o (31 )50 4 a5 wites Gadgingnl SlaS 5 5l glates laagss IS
Sblix iegid aile oS slaanlp jo Sl 5 Gl iS00 Wl (LS (STl 50 (Sl slaid g oad i
28 )lie (Rogee § S S wislo) (5350mgzd d sloplail )0 503 6 05 (slaailass) sloml 5 egailaaT sl 1l 50 (5558
SLaS 5) baseis, el Lo i assss,l5 opl » o938l (Beltran & Wurtzel, 2024; Sun et al., 2022) wx,ls
S5 e 50 45w (QlalS ;S ABA (50598 s A el slaadsiss) aiile daasless IS gemlannST 5l oad g
Liuetal,,) was oo a3l garads))l og)lo-slasdss Lolgs g aiils i oges ylae 5 pab dgags g ¢ U JW! ol S
St &S Lz il 9,0 ladl Cods (sl LS 5 cpl S g9 51 .(2021; Ngamwonglumlert et al., 2020
aile eie sloeslom 4 Dol s g SlarnST T Clad b g 009y (il pinmsms 3 2l 132 (5970) A raeling
Fernandez-Garcia, 2014; Torres-Montilla & ) azas oo zalS |, otz SYMS 5 B9, o8 slo o oyl yun
9 Sy 5l cdadloe b 038 laadsiis IS aS aias o ylis pizes 3 Olalllas (ROdriguez-Concepcion, 2021
loasse,ls Lol mlie (Eggersdorfer & Wyss, 2018) aiS o SaS Gy Coodlos Lo 45 UV pae slags ol
by sle s 4 a5 sl @b (129, 5 (gl 5 (84255 imgn wile) Slm s dmoges Joli (sl (188 235 50
5 ) o2l Jl cpl L .(May, 1994; SimKin, 2021) )l cowal A el g 9508 b bl ;o 053945 055,18
291 155008 Slahsy lod 9 (harome baulpd ol Sy aile souaie helge Sl o SlaS 5 al syl
Beltran & Waurtzel, 2024; Torres-Montilla & Rodriguez-) s,5 o 3 olié wj, S5 o 2l
sl 905 5 5 908 o ,5 lagaS wisle SlalS Jels a5 (Cucurbitaceae) ,Lsgas oolyil> (Concepceion, 2021
Sl 5 ple 5 badets )l jeds 4 Baes by Shy ol ol sadaislis 065 ool 5 luidss olys Ldsas
Slgizme oy as Slos S sla imgs (Hussain et al., 2023; Salehi et al., 2021) wsis co o0ls Cond Jladlons
(Milji¢ et al., 2021; wlaslo oyl sodh wlgd cpuizmad g HLSgaS 00l 10 Ll sodl B 9 g9 daosSeisg S
35 ot oldeaS Cilisue (slaaieS 13 Waasisss, S 6 pSoslul 5 slelis » Sldllas 51 s Les RoINik & Olas, 2020)
Sl oaimoylis a5 i aSesy,lS ¢ o Jed L 5l Lo, Cucurbita pepo L. sla 5l ;ylgieas ailoass
5 Cucurbita maxima) J.5 slagas .(Di Lorenzo et al., 2024) coslaojy> plo g wgs slos )5 50 LT sV
Sy 5 INVItro oS sl cud b Slalllas § wigd oo gmxe Baseis IS s sl 55 (Cucurbita moschata
Cucumis melo e oU L "Carosello leccese” 455 .(Rolnik & Olas, 2020) wiles,S" cwy o |y LsT sloassi 5

2 easS Luls 5l Slo a5 ams e lis 355 5l (s BB slandss Jdgp LED 5 cow cotS Lals s 5 L



\Al (A 2by oylod) 1Y Lo oF o)lodd Y 090 ‘SQLS e gln jo dpgh alxo

5l @YU zehaw s9l> (Cucumis metuliferus) ils.S og.e .(Palmitessa et al., 2022) col loagsess, IS slyxe
(Simona-Mariana & Réazvan, 2024) 544 oo Cgmsre laiws p 25 o] Cangs 50 (a5 a5 Canl JS slaasisy IS
5 oSl ohsh doadslia S b sl o5 e 5l (SO lseas (Momordica cochinchinensis) S og.e
sldiss 55, by Ollas (Abdulgader et al., 2019; Thavamany et al., 2020) sgi o aiLiss 54,50
9 495 wlwl p 1) Ay, IS slyme slacsgles (C. maxima 4 C. moschata . Cucurbita pepo) Jus g08 caliss
o, 51 «Citrullus colocynthis) Jo=s! ailgaze (Kim et al., 2012) wlosls lis (als 5 cusssd wawgy) pLS jiso
s3lnST 05 5 GlonaST T Jondly b 2910 obS G plgiedy doasstig) 5 pols Jlabny Sl 5 doay (a8
ailgai ;o laadsiis,lS IS (slyime a5 wlosls oylis wllllas (ISsa et al., 2000; Rashedi et al., 2014) o5 oo axs-Liis
Voo a8 ks AT Sg oL ol slaails s landgii IS Sl Lo lyieas il puite (tz i b obar e
45 0S oo S o] Sl T cud b ay LS ol )0 95250 slaassis I (Igwenyi, 2014) el sads o)l55 0,5
ools lis ) (6 et SlawnST 5T cudlad Loz gl lgais sguo Joilie o lac .ol F5e ol3T slo G, (s 5lo 5 o
algaie o)l olS 10 SluS 5 ol (29,00 slacudled o)l 0 3950 daleds o8 e (> ! L (Kumar et al., 2008) ..l
YRCINTH] o2l By g (ald g ain, Sy aile) oLS alises sla s jo aSeiis IS £935 0,90 ,0 Sladlas ¢ Joo sl
Ol 03 FBeee Slagtagy ©j9 b laludglie (ol Fisgn jes Slags ega ;0 (ST Sloosls ldS (izeen unl
sl Jonsley Julotr Ja sl alguits oS 50 Loudptig IS Srisger s b Jad o (sloss aslllas 33 o0 3T, (ogas
&lS slog) plolid .l (598l yo DY guazme (S35 d9nt QBl g (e slais 4 gl la )95l Sy
Gcallbd b syoer Dlitie @S 5 g5, Bilas 6l o5 slaadsds IS L oad 8 laayges odgi 4y Wl go yrene ()
o plh yo ol 5l cdadloe 4o laadeisy S i o yizen (SU Bt AL, 2023; Zhou et al., 2021) 54 e Jloyo
o8 s o)y SYpame ay (il cnl JUsil 5 25 4y caglie sla g5l Syo sl (o8 Y e Dald 5 (SaS
LE9gaS 0olgils 5l s Hlgiear Jezgl wlsaia (Ko g5 5l (Kato et al., 2016; Othman et al., 2014) oS’
Cucumis ) ,L= 5 (Cucumis melo) o5, «(Citrullus lanatus) alyae sisle soge Y game b (b5 Cals
Soer e Wlgige ol ()3 gy 0aLS AT (pmasisy Jelss 5 5 Cng sl olubis o)l (sativus
Alzubaidi & ) o5 S Mol Sbasl sl JsKge slo,Solis anwgs 5 b o SV game 45 (Gouisiis,lS (slyione
g e Souze oJl> cpl L (Soltani Howyzeh, 2024, Sathasivam et al., 2021; Zhou et al., 2021

b iosh o rim 2B Grae nl mudas ;o G5 o Glaolss § Ll ady p e Jelgs 23U daasenss IS

5hoslaul dacusgama (ol 5 ade sl (Bahmankar et al., 2019; Lin et al., 2023; Othman et al., 2014) s



V¥ OlSes g (yLLsl gt g 50 (uulS (S5 (Ll (o lwlid

Jeloss oy olulid cuz Seaglplio s CRISPR-CASY 35 il yes s S 5 Juloos wile sl g (slashs,
Boetal., 2022; Hyun et al., 2012; Salehi et al., ) o5 oo slpsin cns; Glo yomns (cwdigeo g aS959,1S Juds
3G es Sy asl bl ge 5555LS 5 )l Sleo )5 arwsi @ e b iashy 58 (nl ggeze 5o 2019
b5 JI5 ololid jslaie a4 magh oul 1) ins e &) St glaacme 55 LS Bl 5 LlST (slo 5L
Sl g (B Sk eSS Jelod Sl eslinul b ezl lgase (n9)ls ol 50 laadeis IS Sisn jees j0 JeSo
285 &y50 il 0, 8hes 1B (e g 00d oLl slo JIgs
o9y 9 dlgo
B 5 Job b e ol 53 Stvosadl sailato 5| Jozrsl alsaia gl obS 58 S Bali cnl el sl
035 ogme il (sladiges A (6 pSdges )] ogme 03l Sl 5l 5 Sl Bolas & ygods YY /T ¥ N o FANTAE Lol a>
saSizsly Slados olKiule;l 4y aule &l LSS ool b g 35,5 dwzmio golo &3l 51 ool b alolddl g cusls y olS
Oley B olF il azy0 -Av sles b y30,8 10 s g o Jie jlgal oty codlol of5T olKisls ands polie g (55,5l
s oolatwl ol &8 Jasdljgiws b gillas 5L o lasbisl coS 5IRNA 7] sonl g ol 5,)l0eS5 RNA 7] el
ool b o 5 4y (o0 gy & ygas 1,55 ¥ digas 1) olS ogae bl diges du 5l oo zl 5wl S RNA CoaS g CaieS
Z50 Jsb Camed) YU i S b oy 2l 3l JS RNA Wiged 5 0 pnd Olyagil yiagidg il § duoyo o 5,57 J5 5
33 &8ls BGD) Sy 0955 dnwge & b g5 sl (VA jogil YF+ 4 Y+ 290 Jsb G g V/AA gl YA 4 YF-
ooliztl b oads ] 5l JS RNA wiges JIg5 s 5l i 2b Jlg5 Sloas oaimoasl )l &5 18 50 008 ,5 Jlo )l w588
1 RNA integrity number) RIN sae g o ob;,| RNA cuas 5 ools Bioanalyzer®2100 Agilent o%ws |
Sge 2b e YXV0 a8 b g3 sla iilss & )ge 4 IUMiNa HiSEG2500 ojlu s 51 osliiw! b s ol oy AA
5l 5S=eS Jsb iyl sla JIg 5 (aseine (0.10.145e5) FASTQC 13310 5 51 ooliiwl b b jzslys adgl cuas .85
Trimmomatic Jf5sle 5 L Lussh! sla,slsl uized Y+ 5l 5SrsS CuieS lls slanspilsys waistlsys 0-
ol Wosls ialis 2l 5 bl abels Slasgas FastQC ljéle 5 5l solital b s 33,5 B3> (0.32 asens)
sobiie (pl 48,3 18 oolatul 550 pyig Sus 5 Cile gl (de NOVO assembly) way g sjlwax LSS g, 9 o
K-dojilss (g5lwaige 5l e 230l (55lwax LS, Evidential-gene |1581s 5 51 oolawl b YL oS sl)ls sl zilss
oalax LSS sl 5T Jlgi .au0 )8 eolainl (6,8 oo Slendais 1 l53le 5 sle el il (6l g 0o 1>l o lastsl mer
chisee KO solais! slaawls leslatsl b g ol (5,035, (http://www.Genome.Jp/kegg/kaas) KAAS oL o

Saad jolaie 4 KEGG e sloaiis ;o 55590 KO olais! sbhawls .wol s KEGG Orthology


http://www.genome.jp/kegg/kaas

Yo N2 oylous) 1P+ ¥ yliwoy oF o Lol Y 0,90 ‘SQLS e gln jo dpgh alxo

5 85998] s e 5 1 >1 Single-directional Best Hit (SBH) g, 5l eolatal b st 6l pnnn b poin S 5
20,5 ol (http:// wego.genomics.org.cn) WEGO oS0 ;1 solawl b

L KEEG (s3sst sl 1o (5555 BTN Jgrsd algaian o az LSy sl siusyom 3l Jol> gl
VYY0R slass slass a5 sl olis KEGG sols ol ade (uSol caodls slya! b oot dan 5 slaaiel ol 5 oolaza
oaSgin 5 pad golie (6 piimgmr puamns Ll Hleo 5l a5 wias Slolis KEGG ools ol5oL 18 (6 5tiwgs e VY 0 0505
o ol () Jg9m) cadls )3 05 S5 TFR ggamme b il e oLS gl slacuplie mie slo pas 5l a5 oS L 4
PSS 3 Fimosas « (KO00902) louigsy syt tammsas « (KOODJ00) sy 5 lSiul 3iimsiry (o8 3 (510 s Jolis
15 b et 5 4 (KODO9OB) losipis IS 35 5 (KODD90A) loayiy scss siises (KOD090). asisi 55 5 5
590 KEGG oll adde Joz sl ailoscn o1 olS pgin S 5 Julos 5l oud glolid 05 S5 #Y 5 F) B0 oYY )+
() Jgo=)
Alguid (529,10 6L Pty ;S 5 53 LuiS (i g Ludaiy § (5 3wwgn Gl juo 00 (Ll sla g5 a1 bgypo Coledlbl Y Jgur

el

Table 1. Data on identified genes in the biosynthetic pathways of terpenoids and polyketides in the transcriptome of
the medicinal plant Citrullus colocynthis.
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Table 2- Enzymes identified in carotenoid biosynthesis in Citrullus colocynthis fruit tissues via KEGG transcriptome

analysis.
ECosuc PRI Joz 9 dilguid 5T by Kawbi
EC Number Enzyme Name Unigene codes of Citrullus colocynthis K number

[EC:2.5.1.32] crtB; 15-cis-phytoene synthase 33425, 822840, 909493, 936367, 1093190, K02291

1093188
[EC:1.3.5.5] PDS, crtP; 15-cis-phytoene desaturase 33876, 59643, 1277208 K02293
[EC:5.2.1.12] Z-1S0; zeta-carotene isomerase 16813 K15744
[EC:1.3.5.6] ZDS, crtQ; zeta-carotene desaturase 83987, 104933 K00514
[EC:5.2.1.13] crtISO, crtH; prolycopene isomerase 190468, 1176338 K09835
[EC:5.5.1.18] IcyE, crtL2; lycopene epsilon-cyclase 18848 K06444
[EC:5.5.1.19] IcyB, crtL1, crtY; lycopene beta-cyclase 507869 K06443
[EC:1.14.15.24] crtZ; beta-carotene 3-hydroxylase 116801, 116802, 502452, 1070887, 1070889, K15746

1081934
[EC:1.14.-.-] LUTS5, CYP97A3; beta-ring hydroxylase 509148, 998327, 1079808, 1346960, 1346966 K15747
[EC:1.14.99.45] LUT1, CYP97C1; carotene epsilon-monooxygenase 913429, 114934, 1257294 K09837
[EC:1.14.15.21] ZEP, ABAL, zeaxanthin epoxidase 1104 K09838
[EC:1.23.5.1] VDE, NPQ1; violaxanthin de-epoxidase 96827, 219108 K09839
[EC:5.3.99.8] CCS1,; capsanthin/capsorubin synthase 2246, 1135950 K14593
[EC:1.13.11.51] NCED; 9-cis-epoxycarotenoid dioxygenase 47080, 121196, 507814, 825616, 1005908, K09840

1267427
[EC:1.1.1.288] ABA2; xanthoxin dehydrogenase 498500, 1252094 K09841
[EC:1.2.3.14] AAO3; abscisic-aldehyde oxidase 10256, 10258, 108646, 1234184 K09842
[EC:1.14.14.137] CYP707A, (+)-abscisic acid 8'-hydroxylase 8819, 22835, 24000, 38035, 981067, 121361, K09843

1010240, 1107569, 1133232, 1229464,
1259875, 1310069

[EC:5.2.1.14] DWARF27; beta-carotene isomerase 78420, 1036004 K17911
[EC:1.13.11.68] CCD7, 9-cis-beta-carotene 9',10'-cleaving dioxygenase 86837 K17912
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Figure 1. KEGG pathway analysis highlighting genes involved in carotenoid biosynthesis. Green rectangles indicate
enzymes identified in the fruit transcriptome of Citrullus colocynthis.
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Table 3- Characteristics and Features of Identified Unigenes in the Carotenoid Biosynthesis Pathway of Citrullus

colocynthis
03l pb SO awld ST sk aelsgus &9 o et b S awld ST gk aelisgas &y
Sibaisl o 3 CDs CDs sibeisl o o3 CDs CDs
Gene name R Gene name .
é)ene Unigene  Unigene CDS region  CDS type é)ene Unigene  Unigene CDS region  CDS type
symbol code length symbol code length
15-cis- crtB, 33425 1403  48-1205 complete |violaxanthin VDE, 96827 1859  233-1687  complete
Phyttr?e”e PYS 820840 1512 175-1205 complete |de-epoxidase NPQL 519103 1632  909-1460  complete
synthase .
y 909493 1324  83-1249 complete |capsanthin/ca CCS1 1135950 1691  79-1533 complete
936367 227  N.I” NI psorubin 2246 1691  79-1533  complete
synthase
109319 392 N.I. N.I. 9-cis- NCED 47080 1491 291-1490 complete
0 epoxycaroten
109318 1854 506-1660  complete |  ©id 121196 2093  59-1792 complete
8 dioxygenase
15-cis- PDS, 33876 1484  531-899 complete 507814 1962  132-1940  complete
ghyt?e”e crtP 59643 2544  508-2256  complete 825616 1971  111-1907  complete
esaturase 127720 571 N.I. NI 1267427 2619  450-2474  complete
8
zeta-carotene Z-1SO 16813 1468  204-1316  complete 1005908 2002  178-1701  complete
isomerase
zeta-carotene ZDS, 104933 2271  377-2107  complete | xanthoxin ABA2 1252094 1039  119-979 complete
desaturase  crtQ  g3gg7 1155 313-867  complete | dehydrogenas 498500 907  35-877 complete
e
prolycopene crtlS 117633 2982  687-2759  complete | abscisic- AAO3 10256 4927  175-4290  complete
isomerase 0O, 8 aldehyde
crtH 190468 2928  687-2687  complete | OXidase 10258 4921  175-4284  complete
lycopene IcyE, 18848 2074  204-1316  complete 108646 5477  4222-4851 complete
epsilon- crtlL.2
cyclase
lycopene IcyB, 507869 1974  78-1592 complete 1234184 6325  431-4291  complete
beta-cyclase  crtL1,
crty
beta-carotene crtZ 107088 1311  308-1258  complete | (+)-abscisic ~ CYP70 22835 1721 61-1473 complete
3- 7 acid 8'- A
hydroxylase 108193 1176  110-997  complete | hydroxylase 38035 1609  140-1573  complete
4
116801 1066  110-979 complete 981067 1506  44-1429 complete
116802 1331  110-532 complete 1010240 1712  12-1436 complete
502452 1198 219-1169 complete 1107569 1196 N.I. N.I.
107088 1509  308-1045  complete 1133232 1565  75-1487 complete
9
beta-ring LUT5, 509148 2382  124-2016  complete 8819 1796  62-1432 complete
hydroxylase %\(gg 998327 2750  268-2031  complete 24000 1171 81-1049  complete
107980 1960  268-1602  complete 121361 1549  125-1273  complete
8
134696 2253  268-1953  complete 1229464 1870  122-1411  complete
0
134696 529 N.I. N.I. 1259875 1504 152-1441 complete
6
carotene LUT1, 913429 1892 57-1733 complete 1310069 1773  122-1447  complete
epsilon- %1"9 114934 1789  77-1456  complete |beta-carotene DWAR 1036004 535  131-535  partial
proocnygen 125729 1779  77-1603  complete |isomerase  F27  7g450 535 131535  partial
4
zeaxanthin ZEP, 1104 2724  438-2435  complete | 9-cis-beta- CCD7 86837 422 57-422 partial
epoxidase ABA1 carotene
9',10'-
cleaving
dioxygenase
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Figure 2. Functional annotation classification of identified genes in carotenoid biosynthesis pathway in
Citrullus colocynthis medicinal plant.
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